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The Citizens’ Pages are Shrinking 

– Can We Survive? 

 

This month the Citizens’ Pages are down to three pages, 
from our normal four. It’s not that we didn’t have enough 
news to print. There is a lot going on at Council, but we, like 
all people, have to live within our means.  

While we regularly get comments from people saying how 
much they like reading our articles and our in-depth 
coverage of issues, donations to keep us going have been 
harder to come by. 

People particularly liked our coverage of the Michael 
Seguin affair, when in our September Issue we were the 
only media to obtain and publish the court documents 
which revealed for the first time what he was accused of. 

Last month we received a lot of positive comments on our 
interview with the Library CEO, Sabrina Saunders. 

We don’t have a lot of costs, as all of the research and 
writing are done by citizen volunteers. Printing is our only 
expense.  

Seventeen months ago when we published our first issue, 
we set-up a GoFundMe page with a first year (12 issue) 
target of $7,200.  To date we have raised $3,225 on our 
GoFundme page, and have received $975 in cash 
donations, so we are well short of our first year goal, and 
we are in month 17. 

Thank you to our supporters, who have enabled us to keep 
going this long.  All we have accomplished over the last 
year and a half would not have been possible without your 
generous donations.   

How much longer we are able to continue, we do not 
know. It is really up to you, our readers, to decide.  If you 
want us to continue, please let us know how you feel by 
donating either on our GoFundMe page 
https://www.gofundme.com/citizens-page-in-the-blue-
mts-review?ssid=830540764&pos=4 or by dropping off a 
donation at Riverside Graphics in Clarksburg. 

 

 

Council Passes Councillor Martin’s 

Motion to have Council schedule a 

Special Meeting of Council to 

consider options for resolution of 

Councillor Seguin’s Application for 

a Judicial Review  

On March 26th Council passed a motion made by Councillor 
Martin, “that this Council schedule a Special Meeting of 
Council to consider options for resolution of the Judicial 
Review Application, Court File No. 16-1512 of “Michael 
Seguin” as Applicant and “The Town of The Blue Mountains” 
as Respondent.” 

Councillor Martin introduced his motion by saying 
government should be government of the people, by the 
people, for the people and advising Council that he had 
spoken to many in the community that people wanted this 
issue resolved. He stressed that people deserved to know 
more about what Council is doing to resolve the Seguin 
affair. He went on to say it was Council’s responsibility to 
explore avenues to reach a resolution of this matter, 
including possibly mediation. 

Mayor McKean spoke against the motion, stating that that 
considering mediation would “only be trading one cost for 
another.”  Councillor Halos state: ““It never hurts to talk,”   

Councillor Martin’s motion was seconded by Councillor 
McGee. In the end, when the vote was taken the motion 
passed 4 to 2, with Councillors Martin, McGee, Halos, and 
Deputy Mayor Ardiel for and Mayor McKean and Councillor 
Gamble against.                              Continued on next page 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Citizens’ Forum is a community 

association open to all who seek effective 

ways to improve the management and  

governance of The Blue Mountains. 

 
Come out and meet people who are interested in what is going 
on in the Town, and what is before Council. All citizens are 
invited to drop in at Maiolo’s on most Monday nights between 4 
and 7 (except for holiday weekends) for some socializing and 
friendly discussion on the issues facing the Town and what is on 
the Council Agenda. 
Come, meet new friends, listen, and have your say.  
Rules: Be polite, respect other people’s opinions, and if you don’t 
agree with them, just remember: They have the right to be 
wrong.  
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Council Passes Councillor Martin’s 

Motion     continued 

Earlier in the evening Council heard a motion by Alar 
Soever, who encouraged Council to support the motion. 

Mr. Soever noted, “Far too much time and money has been 
spent on this issue already. It has also created deep divisions 
in our community.” 

“Last year has seen the Town’s legal costs exceed $500,000. 
No doubt this affair was a major contributing factor.” 

“The way this whole affair has been handled has been 
problematic since the beginning. What should have been a 
straightforward Code of Conduct investigation by a truly 
independent party with a public report, something that 
should have cost $5,000 to $10,000 was turned into a legal 
process costing, to date, I believe, well in excess of 
$100,000.” 

“Particularly concerning to many is the fact that the 
sanctions included the provision that Councillor Seguin not 
attend the Town Hall unescorted. This implied that 
somehow he had had done something that was a physical 
threat to the Staff. I actually had a woman come up to me 
and ask if I knew what he had done, as she had been placed 
on his team at a Trivia Night and she was uncomfortable, as 
all she knew was that he had been charged with harassment 
and banned from the Town Hall. This is the kind of damage 
this has done to his reputation.” 

“Now that it has been made public in court documents that 
this whole tempest in a teapot was a result of things 
Councillor Seguin wrote in his blog and social media, the 
questions he asked at Council and Committee, for which I 
note he wasn’t called out of order for,  and the manner in 
which he vociferously advocated for his constituents it is 
clear to most in the community, that the sanctions were, as 
Councillor Martin stated when voting against them, 
disproportionate to the allegations, and that this affair 
should have been concluded long ago.” 

“To date Councillor Seguin has only asked for a Judical 
Review and has not pursued a suit for damages.  In the best 
interests of all concerned, I urge you to support Councillor 
Martin’s Motion that Council schedule a Special Meeting 
consider options for resolution of this matter before it 
creates even deeper divisions in our community at even 
greater taxpayer expense.” 

“To date, I and many in the community have been extremely 
disappointed that Councillor Martin, has been the only 
member of Council to show a sound moral compass on this 
issue.  I sincerely hope that this will change”  

After Mr. Soever’s presentation, Mayor McKean questioned 
as to where Mr. Soever got his numbers on legal costs, to 
which Mr. Soever replied, “The $500,000 is a hard number  
from the Accounts and Invoices posted with Council 
materials, while the “well in excess of $100,000” estimate 
for the Seguin affair alone was an estimate based on the 
$100,000 increase in the billings last year by Aird and Berlis, 

Welcome to the Citizens’ Pages 

This is the seventeenth monthly issue of the Citizen’s Pages, a 
citizen funded insert into the Blue Mountains Review.  This insert 
allows for four pages of news about what is going on in our 
Town. 
If you like reading us, please follow the link and make a 
donation to keep us going. We can’t do it without your 
support!  We have managed to raise enough to survive for our 
first fifteen  issues, but we are surviving month to month.  
https://www.gofundme.com/Citizens-Page-in-the-Blue-Mts-
Review  Donations can also be made to the Citizens’ Pages care 
of The Blue Mountains Review and be dropped off at Riverside 
Graphics in Clarksburg. All of the funds we receive go towards 
printing and distribution. All content and editing is provided by 
citizen volunteers.                                        Alar Soever, Editor 

 

the Town’s corporate lawyers, the $33,000 billed by 
Bernardi Human Resource Law, in addition to staff time by 
Jennifer Moreau , which judging from the Town’s affidavit 
must have been significant. 

To this the Mayor replied, “So it’s just an estimate then”, to 
which Mr. Soever responded that he would rather have a 
firm number if the Mayor was willing to supply one. One 
was not forthcoming from the Mayor who told Mr. Soever 
he could only see those numbers if he was on the other 
side of the Council table.  Apparently citizens of this Town 
do not have the right to see what their tax dollars are being 
spent on.  

Late Monday night after the Council meeting the Town 
issued a media release titled “Update from the Mayor 
regarding Michael Seguin Judicial Review Process” advising 
that Councillor Seguin has now been served with formal 
notice of cross-examination on his affidavit for May 8, 2018 
in Toronto, Ontario and that it is hopeful that cross-
examination takes place in May and that the hearing could 
commence in the fall of 2018. 

 
The Blue Mountains Public Library 

Approves New Bylaws and 

Governance Policies 

At its meeting on March 22nd, the Blue Mountains Public 
Library Board approved a new set of By-Laws and 
Governance Policies. 

These Bylaws and Policies define how the Public Libraries 
Act and other relevant legislation are applied at the Blue 
Mountains Public Library (“BMPL”). They set the frame-
work for the good governance and operations of the BMPL, 
and provide direction to Board, Staff and Community. They 
advance the mission, vision, values and mandates of the 
library, museum and gallery.  Board Members, CEO and 
Staff are responsible for knowing, understanding and 
complying with the By-Laws and Governance policies. 

This is a significant accomplishment for our new library 
CEO and the Board of BMPL, who are to be congratulated 
on achieving this important milestone in restoring good 
governance to our Library. 
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Citizens’ Letters 

We have a right to know where our money is being spent. 

Aside from the petty bickering that continues to define our 
town council as relates to the ‘L ’affaire Seguin’ – this matter 
should have been resolved many (tens  of??) thousands of 
dollars ago – I see in the report reference to a mysterious 
redacted description payment of $ 50,000. 

Are we not entitled to know what the payment was for ? 
Who it was paid to ? Why ? Is it a matter of national security 
such that it has been redacted ? Is the town trying to hide 
this ? Enquiring minds want to know. 

Our council got elected on the platform of transparency, 
openness -  characteristics sadly lacking in the last 
administration – and it seems now being repeated by the 
current administration. Voters will be highly attentive to this 
come the next election. I know I will.  

These folks work for us. Their constituents.  Their neighbors.  
Fellow taxpayers. Residents.  We have a right to know where 
our money is being spent. 

The fact that it’s $50,000 – a lot of money by any measure – 
isn’t the point really. Were it $ 500 I would still want to 
know.  I’m certain my fellow tax payers feel the same.  

We demand accountability of our Town Council. They are 
obliged to provide the information 

Sincerely, M. Freedman, Cameron Street, TBM 

Re: What is the Mysterious Payment of $50,000 that was 
redacted? - $50, 000 is no paltry sum 
Two years ago in March residents were shocked by the lack 
of transparency and accountability surrounding the Depot 
Deal. Trust was badly broken between Council and 
Community. VOCAL sprang up in response (Voices of 
Community for Accountable Leadership). Some tentative 
headway is being made in efforts to re-establish that trust. 
And now there's an effort to REDUCE transparency by 
redacting Accounts and Invoices?  
This is OUR money, and we deserve to know, in as much 
detail as we want, how our money is being spent. 
The amount spent on lawyers, for example, lets us know 
how well Council is able to resolve issues in house without 
charging us for outside advice. They get an F on that report 
card. 
$50, 000 is no paltry sum. Why should the recipient be kept 
under wraps? 

Once again, mistrust is building. Thank you for shedding light 
on this issue. 

Sincerely, Rosemary and Roland Gosselin, Thornbury 

We gladly accept letters to the editor. Please be advised that these letters will be reviewed & 
published at the discretion of our Editor. Please limit your letters to 200 words or less. You can 
email your letters to tbmcitizens@gmail.com. Please include a phone number for validation. 

By submitting a Letter to the Editor you agree to be bound by the following terms and 
conditions: You may not use a false e-mail address, impersonate any person or entity, or 
otherwise mislead as to the origin of submitted material. You agree to be fully responsible for 
your own submissions.  You agree to grant The Citizens’ Pages a right to use your name and 
other identifying information you provide in connection with that letter. You agree to indemnify 
and hold the Citizens’ Pages and its associates harmless from any claims, damages, losses or 
costs that arise out of any Letter to the Editor that you submit, including, without limitation, 
any material submitted or otherwise provided by you that infringes upon any copyright, 
trademark, or intellectual property right of any person, defames any person, or violates any 
person’s rights of publicity or privacy. 

 Town to Consider Changes to 

Short Term Accommodation (STA) 

Bylaw 

A Special Committee of the Whole Meeting will be held on 
March 29, 2018 at 3.00 pm for Council to receive Staff 
Report FAF.18.42, entitled “Short Term Accommodation 
Proposed Program Updates” which contains important 
changes to Official Plan Policies, Zoning By-law regulations 
and Short Term Accommodation Licensing By-law.  

The Project Timeline for these important changes which 
will have a profound impact on the character of our Town 
and your neighbourhood is as follows: 
1.March 29 Special Committee of the Whole – Consideration of 
this Staff Report and confirm direction for the preparation of 
Official Plan Policies, Zoning By-law Regulations, and Licensing 
By-law Requirements. Documents will be updated. 
2.April 16 Council - Council endorsement of recommendations 
from March 29 COW. 
3.April 23 Committee of the Whole – Follow up Staff Report to 
March 29 COW report. This report will attached the revised 
Official Plan, Zoning By-law, Licensing By-law documents. Staff 
will be seeking authorization to proceed to a Public Meeting. 
4.May 7 Council – Council endorsement of recommendations 
from April 23 COW. 
5.May 28 Council – Public Meeting to receive comments on 
Official Plan, Zoning By-law and Licensing By-law documents. 
6.June 25 Committee of the Whole – follow-up Staff Report 
attaching all comments received from May 28 Public Meeting 
and recommend approval of final version of Official Plan, Zoning 
By-law and Licensing By-law documents. 
7.July 9 Council – Council will receive the recommendations from 
June 25 COW meeting and consider passing the Official Plan, 
Zoning By-law and Licensing By-law documents. 
If you want to have a say in how many STAs are in your 
neighbourhood, and the rules under which they operate, 
you should attend these meetings and participate in the 
process.  The current STA bylaw has been, by in large, 
successful in managing the relationship between 
homeowners and the rental operators.  We will keep you 
updated as the process continues. 

COUNTDOWN TO THE NEXT ELECTION 

Less than 210 days 

The next municipal election will be held Monday, October 
22, 2018. It’s never too early to get to know your Town 
and the issues, so you can make an informed choice. 

“Every time we go into the voting booth, we are 
choosing the moral and spiritual direction of our 
nation. That is a privilege and responsibility that 
should not be abdicated.”                 Robert Jeffress 
Follow Elections 2018 updates at the link below or by 
clicking the Election 2018 button on the Town of the Blue 
Mountains Home Page. 

http://www.thebluemountains.ca/administration-
election201.cfm 
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